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BRIEF MENTION 

Selections from Chaucer, including his earlier 
and his later verse and an example of his prose. 
Edited with an introduction and notes, by Clar- 
ence Griffin Child (Boston, D. C. Heath & Co., 
1912) . Why another text-book introductory to 
Chaucer? Just because, in this instance, the 
possibility of helping the beginner in another 
manner has been somewhat independently con- 
ceived. This book is therefore to be judged, as 
indeed all books should be judged, according to 
the merit and according to the execution of its 
plan and purpose. The author of a well-made 
book must have in mind a definable purpose 
and he must fulfil his promise by good work- 
manship. Dr. Child has successfully absolved 
this double requirement. The reader is not 
now to be concerned about the interests of the 
antiquary, but a happily devised analogue is 
introduced to assist him in forming a clear 
notion of why he should read the author of 
five hundred years ago, whose writings consti- 
tute a rich heritage for " every one who has in 
him the capacity to care for the brightness and 
beauty of the world, and for varied aspects of 
life and human nature ;" for the keen and sym- 
pathetic observations of a great poet, and for 
his exquisite art. The persuasive argument is 
closed with a statement of an all-important 
Platonic tenet : " for it is through the apprecia- 
tion of artistic beauty that we most surely at- 
tain to the highest truth, to the ability to un- 
derstand the true relations and the true values 
of things, which is called culture." This re- 
bukes that popular notion of literary culture 
which over-estimates superficial knowledge and 
merest trivialities. In providing an easy intro- 
duction to Chaucer, Dr. Child has succeeded in 
encouraging coherent thinking and a sustained 
effort in striving to understand the character 
and value of the gratifications supplied by the 
old author. The reader is brought well on his 
way to a just appreciation of how Chaucer came 
to be what he was and to write as he did by 
well-considered chapters on his life and works ; 
and his language, pronunciation, and versifica- 
tion are, in additional chapters, divested of 
those usually conceived hindrances to a direct 
access. The selection of texts is favorable to 
the purpose of the book ; the notes and glossary 
are also adequate. But a point must be raised 
against Dr. Child's scansion of a considerable 
number of lines. In these he has inadvertently 
or too subjectively not accepted what is indis- 
putably the rhythm of Chaucer, but has as- 
sumed and marked for the eye 'initial inver- 
sions' that must in many instances surprise 
even the non-technical reader, who without such 



direction, would be right in not suspecting a 
change in the place of the stress in, for example, 
ten of the eleven marked lines on page 25. The 
running head-lines of a portion of the book 
should be revised. It is especially desirable that 
reference to the notes be facilitated by the help 
of this device. 



The Loeb Classical Library? of which nine 
volumes have appeared, will include "all that 
is of value and of interest in Greek and Latin 
literature, from the time of Homer to the Fall 
of Constantinople." The Latin or Greek texts 
are published in full, with an English page- 
by-page translation facing the original text. 
Where satisfactory existing translations could 
be procured these have been used, otherwise spe- 
cial translations have been made for the series. 
The general editorial work is under the direc- 
tion of T. E. Page and W. H. D. Bouse, with 
the cooperation of an Advisory Board composed 
of Salomon Beinach and Maurice Croiset, in 
France; Otto Crusius and Hermann Diels, in 
Germany; J. G. Frazer and A. D. Godley, in 
England; Edward Capps, William G. Hale and 
John William White, in America; — ample evi- 
dence, indeed, of the importance of the under- 
taking, and of the determination to attain a 
high grade of scholarship. The texts at hand 
include Terence, two vols., with translation by 
John Sargeaunt; Euripides, vols. I and II, 
with translation by Arthur S. Way; Philos- 
tratus, Life of Apollonius of Tyana, with trans- 
lation by F. C. Conybeare; Propertius, with 
translation by H. E. Butler; St. Augustine's 
Confessions, translated by William Watts 
(1631), and edited by W. H. D. Bouse. In 
each case the edition contains a short critical 
introduction and a biographical note, the latter 
varying from a scant item in the case of Philos- 
tratus, to more detailed and satisfying lists 
with Euripides and St. Augustine. An index ac- 
companies the volumes on Propertius, Philos- 
tratus and St. Augustine, and the translation 
of Terence contains the stage directions of the 
English version acted in Westminster. The 
Loeb collection is of especial interest to the 
student of modern languages who would know 
the classics either as monuments of literature 
or as stages in later literary history. While 
reading the English versions, he has the orig- 
inal text constantly and readily at hand for 
confirmation or consultation. 

1 London, William Heineman; Wew Tor Jo, The Mae- 
millan Co., 1912. 16 mo. $1.50 per vol. 



